Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 4 August 2011

At 7.30 pm at 33 Britannia Square
1. Attendance
1.1  Apologies

Jane Bayliss

Colin Friedlander

1.2  Present
Matthew Gullick, Chairman
Ian Terry

Clive Collings

Nicky Neville-Lee

Anna Hooper

David Greenhill

Rob Holdsworth

2. Minutes

2.1  To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2011
The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
2.2   Matters arising unless otherwise on the agenda
The planning group was asked if there had been any development on the development for student accommodation in Back Walk.  CC reported that no action need be taken at the moment. (3.1)
MG was asked if there had been development on the Big Tree Plant.  IT had talked to David Stuart-Smith and no action is required.(6.0)
MG was also asked if there had been development on the Stephenson Terrace playing fields.  He has not yet written to the University or to Stephen Inman but will take action on this now as agreed at the last committee meeting. (7.0) Action MG
3. Chairman 2011/12
MG announced he will stand down as Chairman as he will be moving out of the area.  He will probably stand down before the AGM and a new Chairman will be appointed.  The committee thanked him for his hard work for the Residents’ Association.
4. Committee members 2011/12
There is one space presently available on the committee. MG’s departure leaves a second space and JB is likely to stand down as she is planning to move out of the area soon leaving a probable third space.  It was thought a good idea to have a representative from Stephenson Terrace.

5. Committee members recruitment for 2011/12
It is hoped Stephen Inman might join the committee for Stephenson Terrace.  NNL will talk to JB and then approach Stephen Inman.  
IT will approach Helena Huguenin who has an interest in and commitment to local matters, in particular parking and The Nind Store (see below).  
Some newcomers to the area had responded positively to the Summer Party invitation and Darren Cheese and Samantha had attended.  If required, RH will sound out Darren Cheese.  A personal approach to newcomers to the area was generally thought the most effective way of increasing the membership and encouraging people to join the committee. Action NNL, IT and RH
6. York Place Residents’ Parking and Visitor Permit Scheme
The committee had all read Helena Huguenin’s e-mail about this scheme and agreed that the matter needed to be addressed.  There was a good deal of discussion about the parking problems in the whole area, particularly the shortage of residents’ parking in Albany Terrace and the need for a Visitor Permit Scheme to be available to everyone living in the Residents’ Parking zone.  

It was agreed that the first step would be to find out the facts of the York Place scheme and how advanced the plans are.  Initially DG will talk to Gary Williams at the Council and then pass his findings on to CF.  If the Visitor Permit Scheme is to be introduced in York Place it would be then worth CF asking for this to be made available to Albany Terrace, Britannia Square and the other streets with parking restrictions.
The effect on Stephenson Terrace was discussed.  IT observed that he believes the road is neither unadopted nor private but an unowned piece of land.

It was generally agreed that the priority should be fairness across an area with limited parking space and a public meeting would be helpful. Action DG and CF
7. Helena Huguenin’s request to form a subcommittee
Helena Huguenin and Beverley Schofield had circulated a flyer raising concern about the Nind Store hut which belongs to the United Reformed Church and included a questionnaire to find out local opinion.  It was agreed that improvement to the site, a matter which has been raised by committee members on several occasions in the past year, needed to be addressed.  The approach was welcomed.  NNL explained the background from the Church’s point of view.  The Church leaders have been reluctant to demolish the hut as they feel this would void the planning permission they have for a new building.  The committee thought this unlikely to happen.  Also, the present Minister is soon to retire and is unlikely to take on a new challenge at this time.  
It was agreed that, if Helena Huguenin could be persuaded to join the committee, we could prepare a collective approach to the Church to be actioned at a suitable time.  IT will talk to HH and move things forward.  Action IT
8. Clerks’ reports
8.1  Planning

DG raised a concern about the application for solar panels at 3 Albany Terrace.  CC has investigated the matter and feels the application was not competent.  The application is now closed.  After some discussion it was agreed that the siting of solar panels in the area is likely to increase and needs to be treated on a case by case basis.
The application to rebuild the garages at 49 Britannia Square has been refused.  The applicants will now simply demolish the garages.  Although the designs had some merit, it was agreed the application was not well presented.
IT read an article from the Worcester News reporting on the mysterious death of trees at 45a Britannia Square which was a matter discussed at our meeting on 31 March 2011.
8.2  Highways

Nothing to report

8.3  Lighting

NNL has alerted the Council about several faulty street lights.

8.4  Neighbourhood Watch

Nothing to report.

8.5  Finance
IT raised the question of expenses for the Summer Party, but there were none.  The Association is solvent.
8.6 Newsletter and Promotion

DG is ready to take the proposed newsletter forward but the material has become out of date.  DG and AH will meet up to update and organise the existing copy and report on gaps to be filled at the next meeting Action DG and AH
9. Events

9.1  Wine Society

The summer meeting is on Sat 6 August, planned in the format which has been so successful in past years.

9.2 Christmas party
To be discussed at the next meeting.

9.3 AGM

The date was confirmed for Friday 11 November.  The question of the speaker was discussed.  It was suggested that Stephen Inman could be asked to talk about the Civic Society and its work.  NNL will talk to Stephen Inman.  Action NNL
10. Any other business

Nothing to report

11. Date of next meeting

The next committee meeting will be on Thursday 29 September at 7.30 pm at 22 Britannia Square by kind permission of DG.
